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corpuscles, and last of all the platelets. Professor Kemp
and Miss Calhoun, therefore, disagieed with Lilienfeld that
progressive disintegrative changes in the leucocytes accom-
panied the coagulation of normal blood. Lacerated and
broken leucocytes were often to be seen in defibrinated
specimens and in films preserved by drying. Any diminution
in their number was, therefore, probably due to physical
laceration or other such effect rather than to chemical dis-
integration. A true chemical disintegration was suggested
by the fusion and breaking up of the spindle corpuscles of
frog’s blood, but no similar changes were ever observed
by them in mammalian leucocytes. Further, it was the
exception for leucocytes to form nodes in the fibrin
network of coagulation, while it was the rule for
masses of platelets to do so. In diluted blood, how-
ever, and in thin films, the fibrin was often deposited
as needle-shaped crystalloids totally apart from any of
the corpuscular elements. The platelets were biconcave,
as Hayem had stated, at least when fixed with osmic
acid or examined in Hayem’s fluid, but they were never
found to contain any traces of haemoglobin and therefore
could not be regarded as hsematoblasts as Hayem meant.
Their micro-chemical reactions resembled those of red cor-
puscles and also those of the nuclei of leucocytes, but were
not identical with either. The platelets resisted the
digestive action of dilute HC1 and pepsin, as Lilienfeld had
shown, and this fact indicated a rich content of nucleo-
proteid, but Macallum’s reaction for phosphorus in organic
combination gave discordant results. A definite opinion as to
their composition was therefore reserved. Professor Kemp
and Miss Calhoun agreed with Bizzozero that the platelets
were independent elements since it had not been satisfac-
torily shown that they were related to, or derived from, any
of the better known corpuscular elements of blood. Finally,
they were the only elements the disintegration of which was
to be seen in the coagulation of normal blood.
Recent Researches on Blood.
Dr. A. PETRONE (Naples) related results which he had
obtained in the study of blood corpuscles by using dilute
sulphuric acid as a fixative. In aqueous solution it was of
great value in examining the number of white corpuscles,
enabling this to be done with ease, rapidity, and certainty.
It also revealed the chief forms of their nuclei and allowed
of the staining of their protoplasmic granules beautifully.
Altogether it yielded him better results than any other
fixative employed. When used in minimal quantities added
to absolute alcohol it demonstrated a yellowish-brown iron-
holding substance within the red globules which Dr. Petrone
claimed to represent the primitive nucleus which had not
wholly disappeared. Similar appearances were observed in
the nuclei of oviparous and embryonic corpuscles. The
alcoholic solution fixed ferruginous substances in sit16 and
was thus of special value in studying morbid alterations of the
corpuscles in chlorosis, &c. By its employment Dr. Petrone
believed that he had contributed to the settlement of two very
debated problems in hsematology&mdash;viz., the independence of
the blood platelets as claimed by Bizzozero and the per-
sistence of the nuclei of the erythrocytes, which, as stated,
were not lost but hidden by a great development of haemo-
globin and at the same time transformed chemically from
having acid properties like all other nuclei to being basic
in function and reaction. It was essential that the reagents
should be pure, and it was hoped that the method, for its
own sake, would receive wider recognition.
SANATORIUM FOR SOMERSET, DORSET, AND
DEVON.-Great interest is being manifested in the proposal
for the establishment of a sanatorium for consumptive
patients in Somerset, Dorset, and Devon. The subject was
recently prominently before the Dorset County Council and
the West Hants branch of the British Medical Association.
READING PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. - The six-
tieth annual meeting of the Reading Pathological Society
was held at the Royal Berkshire Hospital on Oct. 24th,
when Dr. Dawson Williams, the editor of the British 1&THORN;fedwal
Jou1’nal, gave an oration on "Therapeutic Institutions. "
The orator reviewed the various institutions which are
rapidly appearing in this and other countries for the treat-
ment of special diseases and discussed their effect on medical
practice. The members and visitors afterwards dined
together. !
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THE LANCET, SUNDAY, NOV. 2, 1823.
To the Editor of the Lancet.
SIR,-As the instrument you use is calculated to reduce
those systems which are overloaded with what the old
school would have considered vitiated fluids, I wish to call
your attention to a morbid condition of that body to which
the public applies the general term of THE FACULTY; in
which sweeping appellation is included many beings who
have nothing but self-appointed titles, by which they gull
the community. We see over the shops, and at the private
doors of self-taught druggists, in splendid letters, Surgeon,
&c.-Surgeon and Accoucheur, &c. &c.-and, by the
effrontery and speciousness of these displays, the multitude
believe them worthy of every confidence ; and the regular
and respectable young practitioner is overlooked and daily
insulted through these exhibitions. Now, as there is no
redress to be had by an appeal to the legislature, I, as a
young though regular surgical graduate and general practi-
tioner, think it would be adviseable for those who are
in like circumstances to assume some designation which
would mark the authority with which we offer our services
to the public, and which might be a means of salutary
depletion. I would propose that instead of the term surgeon,
every member of the college, who deems it right to express
the nature of his profession on the front of his dwelling,
should write up Collegiate Surgeon. If this suggestion be
deemed worthy of consideration, you will oblige me by
giving it a place in the Lancet.
I am, yours respectfully,
JUVENIS,
Collegiate Surgeon and Authorised Medical Practitioner.
London, Oct. 24, 1823. 
NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.
I Mr. J. is sincerely thanked for the Copy of Guy’s Will ; we have notyet had leisure to examine it.
VITAL STATISTICS.
HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
IN 33 of the largest English towns 6767 births and 3663
deaths were registered during the week ending Oct. 26th.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
been 15’6, 15’9, and 16’8 per 1000 in the three preceding
weeks, declined again last week to 16’7 per 1000. In London
the death-rate was 16-1 per 1000, while it averaged 17’Oil
the 32 large provincial towns. The lowest death-rates
in these towns were 9’9 in Wolverhampton, 10’6 in Leicester,
10’8 in Croydon, and 11’4 in Brighton and in Halifax ; the
highest rates were 21’2 in Plymouth, 22’3 in Manchester,
22 5 in Blackburn, and 25-2 in Newcastle. The 3663 deaths
in these towns last week included 398 which were referred
to the principal zymotic diseases, against 525, 485, and 467
in the three preceding weeks ; of these 398 deaths 114 resulted
from diarrhoeal diseases. 80 from measles, 64 from diphtheria,
56 from "fever" " (principally enteric), 43 from whooping-
cough, 34 from scarlet fever, and 7 from small-pox. The
lowest death-rates from these diseases were recorded in
Wolverhampton, Leicester, Birkenhead. Burnley, and Gates-
head, and the highest rates in West Ham, Cardiff, Norwich,
and Blackburn. The greatest mortality from measles
occurred in Norwich, Manchester, Blackburn, and Sheffield;
from scarlet fever in Blackburn ; from whooping-cough in
Newcastle ; and from diarrhoeal diseases in West Ham,
Swansea, Liverpool, Blackburn, and Sunderland. The 64
deaths from diphtheria in the 33 towns included 26 in
London, six in Cardiff, six in Leeds, five in West
Ham, four in Portsmouth, three in Sheffield, and three
in Hull. Six fatal cases of small-pox occurred in London
and one in Liverpool, but not one in any other of the
33 towns. The number of small-pox patients under
treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums hospitals, which had
been 169, 175, and 172 at the end of the three preceding
weeks, had increased again to 180 on Saturday, Oct. 26th ; b7
